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ST PROSPER OF AQUITAIN, CONFESSOR
(A,D, 463)

[From his own and St Austin's writings. See Ceillier, t. xiv.; Tillemont, t. xvi.; Rives, Hist.
Litter, t. ii. p. 369 ; also John Antony Salinas in Opera SS. Prosper, Aquitani, et Honorati
Massiliensis, Notis Illustrata, Romae, 1732; and Cacciari, Exercit. in Op. S. Leonis M.
Dissert, de Pelagian, c. 3, p. 290.]

ST PROSPER is surnamed of Aquitain, to distinguish him from a bishop
of Orleans and others of the same name. His birth is usually placed in
the year 403. His works show that in his youth he had happily applied
himself to the studies of grammar and all the branches both of polite
and sacred learning. On account of the purity and sanctity of his manners,
he is called by those of his age a holy and venerable man.1 Having left
Aquitain, his native country, he was settled in Provence, and probably at
Marseilles, when St Austin's book on Correction and Grace was brought
thither. Certain priests and others of that country had been offended
at that father's writings against the Pelagians, pretending that the necessity
of divine grace, which he established with the Catholic Church, destroyed
free-will. They granted it to be clear from faith and holy Scriptures that
no good action conducive to eternal life can be done without a co-operating
supernatural succour or grace; but they thought it a necessary condition
to free-will in man that the beginning or first desire of faith, or any other
supernatural virtues and actions (which being grounded upon faith, lead
to eternal life), should be the work of free-will, without the aid of grace;
using the comparison of a sick man, who first desires a cure himself, by
which desire he is moved to call in a physician. This error was called
Semipelagianism, and in reality gave the glory of virtue to the creature
in its first motion or desire, contrary to the doctrine of the apostle and of
Christ himself. St Austin's book on Correction and Grace served only
to make them louder in their complaints. Hilary, a holy, zealous, and
learned layman, an acquaintance of St Austin, undertook the defence of
his works, and of the faith of the church, and engaged St Prosper in the
same cause. Our saint does not appear to have been any more than a
layman; but his virtue, extraordinary talents, and learning rendered him
a proper person to oppose the progress of heresy. By the advice of Hilary,
he wrote to St Austin informing him of the errors of these priests of
Marseilles, and that holy doctor compiled two books to confute and
instruct them: the first, on the Predestination of the Saints; the second,
on the Gift of Perseverance. Hilary had also wrote to him on the same
subject- This happened in 428 and 429,

These two books were sufficient to convince the Semipelagians, but

1 Victor apod Bucher. in Cyclo Pasch. p. 8.